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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.
JANUARY

22, 1839.

Submitted, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. HuBBARD, from the Committee of Claims, made the following
REPOR1.~:
[To accompany Senate bill No. 231.]

It appears that John J. Bulow, jr., was the owner of the plantation of
Bulowville, in Florida ; that his plantation was a very valuable one ; that
it was taken possession of by the troops, fortified and occupied as a military post, and that expeditions were fitted out from it against the Indians,
and that it was finally taken possession of and destroyed by the Indians.
The evidence presented in this case is, viz :
1st. A statement of the property destroyed and taken, showing the value
of each article, made and sworn to by Mr. Bulow.
2d. The affidavit of Francis Pellicer, that he has been for several years
Mr. Bulow's overseer; that he is well acquainted with every transaction
that has taken place on the plantation, and is conversant with the quantity,
and value, and cost, of every thing thereon, and that he believes the account
rendered by Mr. Bulow is correct and just.
3d. The affidavit of Joseph Hunter, William H. Williams, and David
R. Dunham, planters and inhabitants of the same county in which Mr.
Bulow's plantation was situated, that they possess full knowledge of the
extent, improvements, and resources of Mr. Bulow's plantation, which was
laid waste and destroyed by the hostile Indians ; and that they believe Mr.
Bulow's statement of his lossess sustained by the depredations of the hostile Indians to be correct.
4th. The certificate of Benjamin A. Putnam, the major commanding
the detachments of the 2d regiment 2d brigade of Florida militia, that he
occupied with the troops under his command, as a military post, the plantation of Mr. Bulow, fortified it, and that several expeditions were fitted
out from it against the Indians, particularly the one which resulted in the
action at Dnnlawton, on the 18th January, 1836.
·
5th. The certificate of Joseph N. Hernandez, the brigadier general commanding the 2d brigade of Florida militia, that Major Benjamin A. Putnam, while in command of the several detachments of the 2d regiment of
militia in· the service of the United States, occupied and fortified the plan ..
tation of Mr. Bulow, as a military post, and that se"eral expeditions were
fitted out from it against the Indians at \Var with the United States, with
his approbation and consent.
.
The plantation and buildings being occupied by the troops in the service
of the United States 8.8 a military post, and destroyed by the hostile In:
Blair &

Rive5,

printers.
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dians, brings this case clearly within the principles and precedents acknowledged and established in the case of the inhabitants of the Niagarn frontier, during the late war with Great Britain, and in various other cases.
'I' he committee, therefore, have come to the conclusion, that the claimant
ought to receive the actual value of the buildings occupied by the American troops and destroyed by the h.ostile Indians at the time of their occupation, as the committee fully believe that such destruction was occasioned
by their occupation as aforesaid ; but the committee are by no means satisfied that the estimated value of the buildings thus destroyed is correct.
They have, therefore, reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of the
Treasury to ascertain the true value of the buildings, and to make payment accordingly.

I do hereby certify, that on the reoccupatiotl of the country south of
St. Augustine, in the Territory of Florida, by the army under General
Scott, it was discoven~d that the Indians did .not destr.oy all property, indiscriminately, as· it was at first believed they had done; that, oq the plantations which they visited, where there were some buildings used as places
of defence, and others which were not used for that purpose, they destroyed those which were occupied for purposes of defence, and left the
' others standing. I do not know an instance in which they .did aot destroy
buildings which were fortified, but I know a great many in which they
did uot destroy those which were not fortified ; that l believe all the principal buildings at Mr. Bulow's planration were occupied for military pur.poses ; that the troops went from Bulowville to Dunlawton, the plantation
of the Andersons, for the purpose of removing· a quantity of corn from that
place, and prevent its falling into the hands of the Indians, when they
were met by a very superior force, said to be nearly four to one, and, after
an engagement of upwards of an hour, were ·compelled to retire to their
boats, and, with nearly one-half of their force disabled, to retreat to the1r
head-quarters ·at Bulo'Vville, and from .thence to St. Joseph; that I believe,
and have·:no doubt,.but .that the same Indians whO' defeated the troops at
Dunlawton, on disposing of their wounded, and being reinforced, followed
them to Bulowville, and from thence to St. Joseph, from which post the
troops had already been withdrawn, as no assistance could be · sent to
them, and the Indian force was known to be ·increasing every day ; that I
cannot say positively on what ; day the buildings at Bulowville were destroyed, but I know.it was not after· the 8th of" February, 1836; that, .at
the sugar plantation of Mr. Samuel H. Williams, which is ·situated only
about four miles from Dunlawton, and on thesarne river, the Indians did
not destroy the·· buildings , for · sug;ar works, (where the ·best" defence could
be made,) when they first overrun the count.r y ; the place had not then
been occupied by the military ; but 'when the· Qountry.was re-occupied,
those bnildingi3 were fortified by the troops under General Eustis, and o_n
thei-r being withdrawn from this place the Indians destreyed them. ~ Mr.
Dupont's plantation, with a number of buildings upon it, and· the mills and
buildings of Messrs. Hulet and Flotard, the one ,about four and the other
about eight miles from St. .Joseph, and one or two other places near the
same ph:mtation, not having been used ·tor military purposes, were found·
uninjured at this time ; that at my places the buildings for my suga.r works·
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were . fortified, . and the Indians destroyed those. buildings when they got
possession, and left those standing which had not been fortified. The troops
again occupied my plantations, St. Joseph and Mala Compra, fortified. other
buildings, and again abandoned the places, and the Indians then destroyed
t~ose buildings which had been used as places _of defence .and those contiguous to them, and left the others, a part of which, as I beheve; are standing at this tlay.
JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ,
Brig. Gen. Commanding E. F. iW.
D IS'.I'RICT OF COLUl\IBIA,

County of Washington. ~
Sworn to before me, in due form of law, this 14th day of January, A. D.
1839.
S. BURCH, J. P.

vV AR DEPARTMENT,
Office Indian Affatrs, December 16, 1837.
Sm: In answer_ to you_r letter 9f the 15th instant, I have the honor to
state that Messrs. L. T. Pease, J. M. Smith, and Thomas Gibson, were
appointed commissioners to examine claims for depredations by Creek and
Seminole Indians in Georgia, Alabama, and E'lorida, in April last, under
the second section of the act of March 3d, 1837. A report has been received of the investigations in Georgia and Alabama. The commissioners
did not enter upon their duties in Florida, in consequence, as is understood,
of the existing ho.Stilities, which they believed would have prevented the
successful prosecution 'of them. Ther,e will, of course, be no report of the
examination in that Territor.y; during .ti:le, present session.
Very respectfully, your most 9bedient servaQt,
C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner.
Hon. H. HuBBARD, Senate U. S .

To the honorable the Senaie and House of Representatives of the United
States of America ill Congress assembled: :
This petition respectfully showeth : That John J. Bulow, jr. has been a
sufferer to a great extent by the wars in Florida; that his house, his crops,
&c. have been burnt and destroyed by the Seminole Indians. That his
house was occupied as .a-military post, picketed and garrisoned. Your petitioner )las understood that, whatever may be the ··result of the- general
application of the citizen~ of lf~orida to be. paid for their lqsses, Congress
has never refused to pay for property destroyed by the enemy, if the property so destroyed was occupied by the troops or the militia of the United
States as a military position: To prove the fact that it was so occupied,
and to ascertain the amount of ,aamagff,"yonrl petitioner begs t6 refento the·
accompanying certificates of the major and the general in command, and
to the affidavits of ~espectable gentlemen whose names are thereto attached.
He understands that the justice of claims like this has often been admiU~:i,
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and the principle and precedent acknowledged and established in the case
of the inhabitants of the Niagara frontier, during the late war with Great
Britain. He therefore prays Congress to take the case into consideration,
and pass a law for the settlement of the claim.
.
W. G. BUCKNOR, E:t·ecutor.

Statement of the losses sustained by John J. Bulow, jr. in the destruction, by .fire, depredation, and plundering, of the plantation oJ.Bulowville, belongiug to him, situated at Tomoka, Mosquito county, East
Plorida, by the hostile Seminole Indians, in the month of January, 1836.
1. A large two story dwelling -house
- $5,000
2. Corn-house, barn, poultry-house, and other out buildings
2,000
3. Two large cotton-houses, one gin house, stables, two fodder
houses, blacksmith shr.p, &c.
4,500
4. Forty negro houses, all framed, board floors, and shingled
2,500
5. Stone sugar works, 119 by 93 feet, viz: boiling-house, two
curing houses, steam engine house, and a large framed saw
mill, all complete
- .
- 30,000
6. A large stable 100 feet long, cooperage and store house
750
7. Household and kitchen furniture
3,000
8. Negro furniture, &c. 250
9. Carpenter's and blacksmith's tools, plantation implements, &c. 2,000
10. Provisions and stores, negro clothing, cotton bagging, &c.
1,000
11. Corn, (about 2,000 bushels,) fodder, &c.
2,500
12. Harness, five ox carts, and two wagons, &c. 250
13. Boats, flats, &c. with sails, oars, and furniture
250
14. Twenty-two bales of par.ked cotton, ready for shipping,
7,700 lbs., worth on the plantation thirty-five cents
2,695
15. 53,000 lbs. of stone cotton, equal to 18,000 lbs of clean,
at thirty-five cents
6,380
480
16. Eight yoke of oxen, at $60 -

63,475
The crop of the present year, at the lowest estimate, would have
amounted to
·

20,000
83,475

---JOHN J. BULOW, JR.
ST. AuGUSTINE,

Ap1·ill, 1836.

I, John J. Bulow, jr.,_ solemnly swear, that the foregoing ac~ount and
estimate of losses sustamed by me, and caused by the destructwn of my
plantation at Bulowville: Mosquito county, by the hostile Indians, in the ·
month of January last, is correct and just.
JOHN J. BULOW, JR.
Sworn to before me, at St. Augustine, St. Johns county, Florida, this 2d
day of April, A. D. 1836.
GEORGE L. PHILLIPS,
.Twttioe of the Peact.

5
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I, Francis Pellicer, solemnly swear, that 1 have been for several years
last past the overseer of Mr. J. J. Bulow, jr.'s plantation, Bulowville, at
Tomoka, Mosquito county, East Florida. That I am well acquainted
with evG!ry transaction that has taken place on the plantation, and am conversant with the quantity, vulue, and cost of every thing thereon; and that I
conscientiously believe thnt the foregoing account signed by Mr. J. J.
Bulow, jr. is correct and just, and that the estimate of the value of the crop
of the present year is if any thing underrated.
,
FRANCIS PELLICER.
Sworn to before me, at St. Augustine, St. Johns county, Florida, this 2d
day of April, A. D. 183().
GEORGE L. PHILLIPS,
Justice of the Peace.
Personally came before George L. Phillips, a notary public, in and for
the county of St. Johns, Territory of Florida, John J. Bulow, jr. and
Francis Pellicer, the individuals who executed the above instruments, who
severally acknowledged that they placed their signatures for the pnrposes
therein mentioned.
In witness whereof, I have placed my hand and seal this 2d day of
[ L. s.] April, A. D. 1836.
GEORGE L. PHILLIPS,
Notary Public.
We, the subscribers, Joseph Hunter, vVilliam H. Williams, and David
R. Dunham, planters and inhabitants of Mosquito county, Territory of
Florida, hereby certify, that we are acquainted with Mr. John J. Bulow, jr.,
the owner of the plantation of Bulowville, Tomoka, Mosquito county, which
plantation was laid waste and destroyed by the hostile Indians in the
month of January last. 'l'hat we possess full knowledg-e of the extent, improvements, and resonrces of the place; and that, to the best of our knowledge and belief, the annexed account and estirnate of the losses sustained
l>y .'Ar. B 1low, by the d pred.ttions of the said Indians, is correct.
JOSEPH HUNTER,
W. H. WILLlAlVlS,
DAVID R. DUNHAM.
Sworn to before me, at St. Augustine, St. Johns county, Florida, this 2d
day of April, A. D. 1836.
GEORGE L. PHILLl PS,
Justice of the Pea ce.

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA,

l

St. Au![ustine, A]Jril 2, 1836. ~
I certify that while in command of the detachments of the 2d regi·
ment, 2d brigade, of Florida militia, in the service of the United States, at
the southward of St. Augustin e, for the protection of the country against
the hostile iocnrsions of the Seminole Indians, I occupied, a::: a milita ry
post, th e plantation of Bnlowville, at Tomokn,'Mosquito county, belonging
to Mr. J. J. Bulow, j r., with the troops under my command, from the 28th
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of December, 1835, to the 23d of January, 1836. The station of Bulow- 1
ville was fortified, and several expeditions were fitted out from that post,
particula:dy the one which resulted in the action with the Indians at Dunlawton, on the 18th of January, 1836.
•
BENJAMIN A. PUTNAM,

Maj. com'g detachments.
~

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA,

St. Augustine, April2, 1836. S
I certify that Major Benjamin A. Putnam, of the 2d regiment, 2d brigade,
Florida militia, while in command of the several detachments of the regiment, jn the service of thP. United States, at the southward of St. Augustine, occupied and fortified the plantation of Mr. J . J. Bulow, jr., as a
military post, and that several expeditions were fitted out from that position
against the Seminole Indians, at war with the United States,, with my approbation and consent. Given at the request of .T. J. Bulow, jr., Esq.
JOSEPH N. HERNANDEZ,
Brig. Gen. Com'g 2d Brigade Florida Militia.

U.S.,
· December 20, 1836.

OFFICE HousE OF REPRESENTA. TlVEs,

'

~
~

I certify, the papers copied on the six preceding pages, are true copies
from the originals, now filed in this office, in support of the petition of .T •
.J. Bulow, jr.
S. BURCH, Chief Clerk.

DISTRICT OF E.\ST FLORIDA :

I, the undersigned, Thomas Douglass, United States attorney f,)r the
district aforesaid, do hereby certify that I was personally acquainted with
Joseph Hunter, (who is now deceased,) one of the persons whose name is
signed to the annexed copy of an appraisement of the estate of John .l.
Bulow, jr., in his lifetime, and that he was a very intelligent and respectable
planter; that I am also personally acquainted with William H. Williams
and David R. Dunham, the other two appraisers; that Mr. Williams is a
respectable and intelligent planter; that Mr. Dunham is a respectable and
intelligent man, and judge of the county court of Mosquito county, in
which the estate of the late John J. Bulow, jr. is situated; that all three of
the gentlemen above named as appraisers, must, from having resided in the
same county, hilve been well ar.quainted with the quality and value of the
estate above mentioned; and that, from my knowledge of them, I believe
they would not have made an unfair or extravagant valuation of said estate.
That besides, I have exhibited the same appraisement to several other intelligent and disinterested gentlemen, \\'ho were well acquainted with said
estate, and duly qualified to judge of, and decide upon its valne, all of \vhom
consider the said appraisement a just and fair one. 0 f the last item,
$20,000, "for the crop of the present year," (1836,) they did not pretend
to judge farther than to say, th;\t they believed, with good management,
more than that sum might have been made from it. Never having seen
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the estate myself, I cannot certify to its value, from my o1vn personal
knowledge.
Given under my hand, at St. Augustine, this lst day of March, A. D.

1837.

THOMA.S DOUGLASS.

NEw YoRK,
(
January 10, L837. ~
I hereby certify that I was one of the nn m•Jer composing Major Putna~n's
command while in occupation of John J. Bulo1v, junior's, plautation, in
East Florida, during the months of December and January, in tbe year
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six. I also certify, tlrat the said
plantation was fortified by us, a fort being bnilt, and tha buildings barricaded and otherwise strengthened; that there were lllimy expeditions sent
out from this station against the Indians, especially the one to Dunlawton,
on the ltlth of January; that, after the return of the troops from that battle, one-half of them being wounded, and the n.umber of the Indians in the
neighborhood being morc numerous than was at first supposed, it was determined by Major Putnam aud his officers to abandon the post forthwith,
which waR accordiugly done on the night of the 26th of January, 1836.
It cannot be precisely ascertained how soon after the plantation was burned, as none bnt an armed body of men could venture in the neighborhood ;
but it was generally supposed to have been destroyed immediate! y after its
evacuation by the troops. I will further certify, that I was with Colonel
Rresbane's regiment of Carolina militia, when they re-occupied the' fi1rt at
l\ir. Bulow's plantation, some weeks after, being the first party of whites
t.hat marched into that part of the country afte1; its abandonment by Major
Putnam. 1 fonnd every building destroyed ; not a vestige of any kind of
property or stock remaining; all had either been carried off oi· destroyed
by the Indian!".
J. GEORGE ANDERSON.
The written statement sworn to before me, this eleventh clny of Jan nary,
A: D. 1837.
PHILIP S. CROOK,
Notary Public for the city and county of New York.
Mr. Anderson is a highly respectable man, and entitled to credit.
JOSEPH M. WHITE.

CrTY OF ST. AuGUSTINE,

(

Com~l!J

of St. Johns, Territory of Florida. ~
Personally came before me, Hon. Elias B. Gould, judge of the county

-::ourt of St. Johns county, East Florida, George L. Phillips, who, being
first duly sworn, says that, on the breaking out of the war with the Seminole Indians, he was captain of a rifle company of volunteers; but that, on
the 31st Dacernber, 1835, he was appointed on the brigadier general's staff,
and was captain of his escort, which consisted of gentlemen volunteers,

[ 1~9

J

8

residents and transient persons residing in this city ; that he accompanied
the General (Brigadier General J. M. Hermmdez, commanding the eastern
district) whenever he went to visit the stations :;;outh ; and that, on the 1st
January, 1836, the General, with his staff and escort, left St. Augustine, and
arrived at St. Josephs the evening of the same day, which was then occupied as a military post by company D of the 2d regiment Florida militia, and commanded by Captain Keeys. rrhe next day they proceeded
to Rosetta, and to Bulowville, having fell in with companies B and C,
mounted men, on the road, who had been sent from Bulowville on a scouting party ; that the whole returned under deponent's command to Bulowville, the estate of the late J. J. Bulow, jr., which was the head quarters
ot the forces south. Here they found company A, and Solana's troop, under
the command of Major B. A. Putnam ; that General Hernandez, with all
his staff and escort, consisting of 22 persons, quartered at Bulowville ; that
almost every building and many ofthe negro houses were occupied by the
troops; that deponent accompanied General J. M. Hernandez on excursions
after the Indians, daily, both by land and water, until the 6th instant, and
returned each night to Bulowville; that while at Bulowville, deponent, ac·
companied by the late J. J. Bulow, jr., visited every building on the plantation ; that he examined them, and was rather surprised to see every thing
in such high order; and further states, that it appeared that no expense had
been spared to make the buildings strong and durable ; they were all L.uilt
of the best materials, and much superior to any he had seen in this portion
of the country; that when the affidavit was made to the appraisement of the
buildings, before him, as a magistrate, in 1836, he remarked that he considered the appraisement much under the actual ·value of the buildings;
that when at Bnlo~vville he saw a great many bales of cotton piled up ronnd
the dwelling house and quarters, to form a breastwork for the protection of
the station ; and that he also saw an immense quantity of cotton, ginned
and not ginned, in the cotton house; the sugar-house, and mill, and buildings, were in the highest state of repair, and the works in the highest order; that, to his own knowledge, all the flats, boats, wagons, teams, &c.,
were daily employed in the service, having been impressed by Major B. A.
Putnam, and also by General Hernandez ; that deponent left Bnlowville on
the 7th January, 1836; and that, on the 23d instant, the -General and his
staff, with the escort, again went south, and remained · at St. Josephs until
the 28th instant, on which day the south was abandoned. A short time after, large fires were discovered in the direction of Bulowville, an<) deponent
verily believes the Indians had then set fire and destroyed Bulowville.
GEORGE L. PHILLIPS.
Sworn to before me, this tith day of June, 1837.
E. B. GOULD,
Judge County Court St. Johns county.
Personally came before me, George L. Phillips, a justice of the peace,
duly authorized, comm1ssiorwd, and sworn, Douglass Dmnmctt, captain
of the company B, mounted men, of the 2d regiment, 2d hrigade, Florida
militia, who, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: That on the breaking
ont of the war with the Seminole Indians, in the latter part of the year
1835, he received orders from Colonel J. S. Sanchez, commanding the 2d regiment, to embody his company at 'T'omoka, and to protect, as far as
his command permitted him, the plantations on the Halifax and at 'fomoka

9
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rivers; that he co-operated with Captain J. Williams, of companyC, mounted
men, and was under the command of Major D. A. Putnam, of the 2d
regiment Florida militia ; that during the time the troops were south, preventing, as far as possible, the depredations of the hostile Indians, he
occasionally had to quarter at Bulowville, the estate of the late John J.
Bulow, being the head-quarters of the forces; that a fort was built, and
the place fortified, the materials for the building of which were all obtained
on the estate ; that a great many bales of cotton were taken from the
cotton house to make a breastwork round the house in which the troops or
a part of them were quartered ; that expeditions both by land and water were
sent out from the station of Bulowville against the Indians; that after the
battle of Dun lawton, at which this deponent was present, the troops returned
to Bulowville, nnd the dwelling house on the said estate of J. J. Bulow, jr.
was converted into a hospital; and, it having been ascertained that at the battle
the Indian forces engaged against amounted to four times the number of the
troops, and from intelligence received, that they were also very numerous
in the neighborhood ofhead-quarters, it was deemed advisable and necessary to abandon the post at Bulowville, and occupy St. Josephs. Deponent
further swears, that, to the best of his belief and recollection, the post at
Bulowville was abandoned on or about the 2~d day of January, 1836; that
it was not ascertained when the Indians took possession and destroyed the
property, but it is snpposed to have taken place but a very short time after
its abandonment, as large tires were seen :i'n that direction.
D. DUMMETT.
Taken, sworn to, and subscribed before me, at St. Augustine, East Florida, this 3d day of June, A. D. 1837.
GEORGE L. PHILLIPS,
Justice of the Peace.

CITY oF ST. AuausTr NH,

(

County of St. Johns, Territory of Florida, ~ ss :
Personally came before me, George L. Phillips, esquire, a justice of the
peace, duly authorized, commissioned, and sworn, in and ior the county
aforesaid, Benjamin A. Putnam, major of the St. Augustine Gtlards, belonging to the 2d regiment 2d brigade Florida militia, who, being sworn,
deposes and says : That on the breaking out of the war with the Seminole
Jndinns the latter end of the year 1835, he received orders from Brigadier
General Joseph J.VI. Hernandez, commanding 2d brigade of Florida militia,
through Colonel Joseph S. Sanchez, the commandant of the 2d regiment,
to proceed with his company to Tomoka, and take post at Rosetta; also,
to comrr.and companies B and C, who were at that time mounted men at
Matangus and Tornoka, and Solana's troop, and company D, of infantry,
all belonging to the ~d regiment of 2d brigade Florida militia; that, in
obedience to these orders, he took his station at Rosetta, the plantation of
the late Marquis de Foug-ueres; but on the night of the 28th December,
1835, he left Rosetta, anct'"'took up a position at Bulowville, the estate of the
late John J. Bulow, jr., being a more advantageous position, and occupied '
it as h ~ad-qnarters of the forces south of St. Augustine, until the 23d of
January, 1836; that the buildings thus occupied were the dwelling hou se,
sugar house, saw mill, house and buildings attached to the sugar house ;
also, the store house as a depot for provision , the corn house, two kitchen s,

10
and all the stables, and occfl,sionally the othe"r buildings, having at. tinws a
force at the station which required much accommodation ; that several
expeditions were fitted out from this station, by laqd 1?-nd by water, against
the Indians, particularly the Ot:J.e w~il!h resulted in the actiQn at n\,nlawton, on .the 18th of January, '1836; thfl,t after that battle, t~e dwelliqg hot)Se
,w~s c~nverted into .a hospital for' the accommodation of tl~e wounded. A
&hort ti~e ~fter that, deponen,t h~d to quit ~be station at ~ulowville, as he
had been wounded in t]J.e action with the Indians at Dunlawton ; that,
during the time he was at Bulowville, he took tlw cotton bales bel(;>nging
to the estate of the late' J. J. Bulo\v, ,ir., to form a breastwork round the
quarters ; a fort also was b~ilt in front of the dwelling house for the pro~c
tion of .the place, the materials to bnild which were all furnished from the
estate ; that deponent ascertained that the numbers of the Indians in the
neighborhood exceeded his command greatly; that, at the battle of Dunlawton, the enemy exceeded his command in number four-fold ; that, on
giving information of the moveme,nts of the enemy to General Hernandez,
he ordered him to abandon the station at Bulowville, and occupy another
at St. Josephs, about eleven miles distant, and that it was abandoned .
accordingly on the night of the 23d January, 1836 ; that soon after the
abandonment, the Indians took possession of the place, and de~troyedevery
thing: 'the exact' time when the Indians took possession cannot be ascertained, as no one remained, and. none but a strong armed force would veu.
ture i~ the neighborhood, but large fires were seen in tha~ direction a
short time after the troops left lhe south. Deponent verily belteves that the
destruction of this place was, in a great measure, owing to its having been
occupied as a military post for the forces sent against the Indians. Deponent further states that it was impracticable for him to impress into the
service, at the time he commanded at Bulowville, other property than that
which belonged to the estate of J. J. Bulow, jr.; that the distance from St.
Augustine was about forty miles, and it was deemed inexpedient to
hazard the lives of individuals in sending them to St. Augustine. Deponent further states that, in the lifetime of the late J. J. Bnlow,jr., he constantly shipped the produce of his plantation on board of vessels lying at
Mosquito, by sending it in flats; thut, at the time deponent was at Bulowville, it was impracticable to do so, as that portion of the country was in
the hands of the Indians, and no vessel would venture to come there ; and
that it was impracticable to transport it by land, owing to the state of the
cot'mtry, and the whole of his tearns, horses, and mules, being employed in
the service at tha.t time.
BENJ. A. PUTNAM. ·
Major com'g troops at Bulowville.
I

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 5th day of Ju11e, A. D. 1837.
I

.

GEO. L. PHILLiPS,
Justice of th~ Peace.

CITY oF S1.•. AuausTINE,

Gounty of St. Johns, Territory oj Florida,

~

u:

Personally appeared before me, George L. Phillips, a justice of the peace,
dulY. authorized, commissioned, and sworn, in and for said county, Francis
Pellicer, who, being first duly sworn, says that he was overseer of Mr. John
J. B,u low,jr.'s plantation, Bulowville, at 'l'qmoka, Mosquito county, Florida,
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and had all the buildings: negroes, -boats, flats, and stock under his immediate control; that he was there when the war commenced with the Seminole Indians, in the latter part of the yea~: 1!;35 ; that the troops under the
command of Major Benj. A. Putnam, of the 2d regiment Florida militia,
consisting of companies A and D infantry, and B and C rilonnted me11,
also, Lieutenant Solana's troop, stationed at Bulowville, which was made
the head quarters of the forces south of St. Augustine about the 28th of
December, 1835; that the said troops occupied the dwelling-house, storehouse, sugar-house, saw-mill, two kitchens, stables, corn-house, and some
of the negro houses ; that the whole of the buildings on the said plantation
were in the best condition and repair, and built of the best articles, and at
a great expense ; that the sugar-house and buildings attached to it were
of stone, and the negro houses (forty-six in number) were framed houses,
shingled and floored ; that the buildings thus occupied were of the following dimensions, viz: The dwelling-house 2! stories, 62 feet by 42 feet,
with a piazza all round, saw-mill house 60 by 20 feet, and two stories high,
sugar-house and buildings attached to it 116 feet by 89 feet and 12 feet
high, corn -house 36 by 25 feet, store-house~ 20 by 30 feet, kitchens 2U by
20 feet, each, stable 25 by 30 feet, the negro houses 12 by 16 feet; that
Major B. A. Putnam impressed into the service, for the purpose of transporting his troops to ditferPnt places on the Halifax river and to Mosquito
in search of the Indians, one larg-e flat, 52 by 16 feet: of the value of $300,
one flat 20 by 10 feet, value $SO, a large canoe $l5ll, a small canoe $70,
and a green skiff valne $75: the latter · was taken hy the Indians at the
battle of Dunlawton. Deponent further states that the said Major B. A.
Putnam impressed into the service, for tbe purpose of conveying troops,
provisioHs, and baggage and nmmuuitiott to aud from St. Josephs and
Bulowville, and for removing the wounded to St. Josephs, to be carried to
St. Augustine, two wagons, w·ith 4 horses each, three ox-teams, with 6
yoke of oxen each, nil of which he believes fell into the hands of the In·dians on St. Josephs being abandoned by the troops. peponent fmther
states that about 8 or 10 he;~d of cattle, he believes, were killed, belonging
to the said estate, for the nse of the troops; that he further believes that the
hire of the flats, boats, canoes, negroes, wagons, and teams, horses, and cattle, were paid for; also, the cattle killed for the use of the troops, and the
corn and fodder used for the horses of the mounted men, but that the flats,
boats, canoes, wagons, and teams, horses, and cattle, were never returned
to the said estate, but, as he believes, were taken and destroyed by the Indians. Deponent further states that there was a quantity of cotton on the
estate, which was taken by the troops to form a breastwork. Deponent
further says that there was, ou the said estate, a gin-house 42 feet by 42
feet, a cotton-house 40 by 40 feet. small gin house 10 by 20 feet, two stories
high) engine-house 14 by 25 feet, one and a half story high, fowl-house
20 oy 30 feet, a blacksmith's shop 16 by 20 feet; and deponent states that
the Indians got possession of four prime negroes, named George, July,
Scipio, and Abraham; and that, during the life-time of the said J. J. Bulow, jr., and after the troops retnrned to St. Augustine, an appraisement
was made by per:!ions well acquainted with all the estate and the ·buildings
thereon ; that deponent was at the building of the houses, &c., mentioned
in the appraisement, and considers, if any thin~, that the appraisement fell
short of the real value. Deponent fmther states that, shortly after the
troops abandoned the south: the whole of the bnildings on the said plnnta-
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tion were destroyed, as large fires were seen in that direction. Deponent
further states that every article for transportation on the estate, both for
land and water conveyance, was impressed into the service; and that all
the cotton that was packed in bales was taken to make a breastwork
around the house.
FRANCIS PELLICER.
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 7th dav of June, A. D. 1837.
GEORG-E C PHILLIPS,
Justice of the Peace.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,

St. Augustine, Januflry 26, 1836.
SIR : The commanding general directs that on yonr arrival at Bulow's
plantation, the head-quarters of Major B. A. Putnam, you will ta;;:e measures to have tbe wounded officers and men brought to this place immediately, provided their situation will admit of it, and the attending surgeon
shall deem it proper that they should be removed. And you will furnish
a strong escort for their protection.
By order.
JNO. DRYSDALE.
Assistant Adjutant General.
To Colonel J. S. SANCHEz,
Commanding 2d regiment F . .M.
I, Geo. L. Phillips, a notary public, duly authorized, commissioned, and
sworn, in and for the county of St. Johns, East Florida, do certify that the
ab()ve is a trne and faithful copy of the general order issued by the Assistant
~djutant General Jno. Drysdal.e, to Colonel J. S. Sanchez, commanding the
2d regiment of2d brigade Florida militia, and taken from the original order.
Given under my hand and seal of office, this 5th day of June, A. D. 1837.
[ L. s.]
and at St. Augustine, in East Florida.
.
G F.O. L. PHILLIPS,
Notary Public.

E. F., l
June 7, 1637.
~
I do certify that George L. Phillips is a notary public, duly authorized,
commissioned, and sworn, in and for the county of St. Johns, East Florida,
and that his proceeJings in all cases as a notnry are entitled to full faith
and credit.
.ROBERT RAYMOND STEID,
J1tdge Supreme Court, District East Florida.

ST.

AuGuSTINE,

CrTY OF

ST.

AuGuSTINE,

County of St. Johns, 1'e1'ritory of F'lorida.
Personally came before me, George L. Phillips, a justice of the peace in
and for said county, duly authorized, commissioned, and sworn, JosephS.
Sanchez, colonel of the second regiment, second brigade, Florida rnilitia,
who, being duly sworn, depose~ and saith : That a portion of his regiment,
viz: the St. Augustine Guards, bein()' company A, also companies Band C,
mounted men, ~nd a troop of horse t~nder command of Lieutenant Matthew
Solana; occupied the post at Bulowville, the plantation of the late John J.
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Bulow, jr., at Tomoka, the first for a period of five weeks, and the last only
occasionally ; that it was made the head quarters of the forces south of
Matanza!> ; and that the above forces were commanded by Major B. A. Putnam, of the St. Augustine Gua~ds ; and that the said force had to retreat
from Rosetta, on the Tomoka, to Bulowville, on account of the numerous
hostile Indians, and afterwards from Bnlowville to St. Augustine. That
after the troops retreated from Bulowville, the Indians destroyed all the
buildings and crops, and either destroyed or carried off every thing that
was either eatable or moveable. That the exact time when this property
was destroyed cannot be stated, as no one could remain to see its destruction, but it is believed to have been immediately after its abandonment by
the troops ; that when deponent was in command of a part of his battalion
of volunteers, mustered into the service of the United States in November,
1836, he, in compliance with orders from Colonel Crane, of the United
States service, then in command of Fort Marion, visited all the plantations
on the Tomoka, and on the Matanzas ; that during the time he was on this
excursion, viz: from the 31st December, 1836, to the 5th January, 1837, he
went to Bulowville, and found all the buildings deiltroyed but the fort, which
had been erected on the commencement of the year 1836, by our troops, for
the protection of the place, which was still standing. Deponent further states
that the orders for taking up these stations on the commencement of hostilities with the Indians emanated from Brigadier General Joseph M. Hernandez, at that time in command of all the forces in the eastern district.
Deponent further states that, from the written reports received occasionally from Major Putnam, bales of cotton, the property of the late John
J. Bulow, jr., were used as a breastwork, to fortify the dwelling-house and
quarters; that several expeditions were sent out from this Bulowville, both
by land and water ; one resulted in the battle of Dunlawton.
JOSEPH S. SANCHEZ,

Colonel second regiment, second bri~ade, Florida militia.
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 5th day of June, 1837,
GEORGB L. PHILLlPS,

Justice

9/ the Peace.

HEAD QuARTERS FORCES EAST OF THE: ST. JoHNs,

St. Augustine, September 29, 1837.
I hereby certify that the plantation and fort a~ En lowville, Tomoka, has
been occupied during a portion of the ~atter part of this month, as a military
station, by a detachment of United States troops and East Florida volunteers, under the command of Brigadier General Joseph M. Hernandez.
K. B. GIBBS,
Assistant Adjutant General, and Brigade Major.
HEAD QuARTERS FORCES EAST oF THE ST. JoHNs,

St. Augustine, November 10, 1837.
I hereby certify that the plantation at Bu lowville, Tomoka, has been occupied during a portion of the month of October last as a military station
at the fort there, by a detachment of tTnited States troops and East Florida
volunteers, under the command of Brigadier General Joseph M. Hernandez.
JOHN DRYSDALE,
Assistant Adjutant Geueral1 and Brigaie Major.

